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 I continue to be inspired by our Session’s designation of our congregation’s 200
th
 year as 

a year of prayer. One of the riches of the wider Christian church is the variety of historic 
prayer, from which we can model our own prayers. 
 Augustine was a 4

th
 century bishop, whose thoughts about God’s grace and forgiveness 

have had great effect. Here is a prayer attributed to him. 
 

Look upon us, O Lord, 
and let all the darkness of our souls 

vanish before the beams of thy brightness. 
Fill us with holy love, 

and open to us the treasures of thy wisdom. 
All our desire is known unto thee, 

therefore perfect what thou hast begun, 
and what thy Spirit has awakened us to ask in prayer. 

We seek thy face, 
turn thy face unto us and show us thy glory. 

Then shall our longing be satisfied, 
and our peace shall be perfect. 

(Augustine, 354 - 430) 
 

   Clement I was an early bishop of Rome, following the disciple Peter in that role. Here             
is one of his prayers. See how important care for the needy was for the earliest Christians.    

                 

    We beseech thee, Master, to be our helper and protector. 
Save the afflicted among us; have mercy on the lowly; 

raise up the fallen; appear to the needy; heal the ungodly; 
restore the wanderers of thy people; 

feed the hungry; ransom our prisoners; 
raise up the sick; comfort the faint-hearted.                                                                                

(Clement of Rome, 1st Century) 

 

 Anselm of Canterbury lived in the 11
th
 century. He is noted for his scholarly, even philo-

sophical, approach to arguments for the existence of God. Here is a representative prayer. 
 

Lord, because you have made me, I owe you the whole of my love; because you have 
redeemed me, I owe you the whole of myself; because you have promised so much, I 
owe you my whole being. Moreover, I owe you as much more love than myself as you 
are greater than I, for whom you gave yourself and to whom you promised yourself. I 

pray you, Lord, make me taste by love what I taste by knowledge; let me know by love 
what I know by understanding. I owe you more than my whole self, but I have no more, 
and by myself I cannot render the whole of it to you. Draw me to you, Lord, in the full-

ness of your love. I am wholly yours by creation; make me all yours, too, in love.    
(Anselm 1033-1109) 

 

 Prayers don’t have to be long to be effective. Here is a prayer from Harriet           
Tubman, a former slave who became a suffragist, a civil war nurse, and an abolitionist . 
 

Oh, Lord! You’ve been with me in six troubles. Don’t desert me in the seventh!  
(Harriet Tubman d. 1913) 

 

As we continue to pray together, know you are loved.  
                                                                                Matthew 
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Christian Education 

SEPTEMBER 9 IS RALLY DAY!  We will gather for breakfast, fellowship 
and our Mission Fair!  Breakfast is by donation (we suggest a minimum of            
$6 per person to help us with our costs), but we welcome all amounts.            
Serving will begin at 9, and conclude at 10.  A number of our mission         
partners will be present to help us understand what they do and how  
important our  support is (and to offer opportunities for service).  Our  
Ministries and Committees will also have displays with service invitations.  
Teachers for Sunday School will be in classrooms beginning about 9:45am.   
JOIN US  AND INVITE YOUR NEIGHBORS! 

 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASSES FOR YOUTH IN GRADES 7-9 
begin September 16, 4:00-5:30pm in the Conference Room.  
We have 10 youth registered, with room for more.  If you  
have not indicated your youth’s participation, please contact 
Leslee Kirkconnell as soon as possible.  We are looking  
forward to a GREAT year together.  There will be 12 classes 
between September and March, with Confirmation on  
Easter Sunday, 2019.   
 
 
PARENTS OF PRESCHOOLERS begins September 5 and 6

th
 in the Infant Nursery.  

We gather around 9:00am and enjoy fellowship, light breakfast treats and casual  
conversation.  WE NEED DONATIONS OF LIGHT BREAKFAST ITEMS for our group.  
Cut up fruit, sweet breads (muffins, fruit bars etc), most anything one might enjoy in  
the morning.  And this group is for ANY PARENT OF A PRESCHOOL AGE CHILD,  
not just those with children enrolled in the PLC.  Questions or to volunteer with food, 
contact Leslee Kirkconnell.  You can also sign up here: www.SignUpGenius.com/
go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-feed  

 
OUR REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE RETURNS September 16.  8:30am is Coffee Fellowship  
in Fellowship Hall, 9:00am is Choir/Chimes for our Children, 9:30am is Sunday School for all ages.  
Loving nursery care is provided for those under age three during Sunday School and for age three  
and under during worship.  

 
ADULT SUNDAY OPTIONS include our Christian Thought Class, which will continue its study 
of Comparative Religion (DVD with discussion).  First up on the 16

th
: Polytheism, Dualism, Monism, 

and Monotheism.  The class meets in the Conference Room.  The Floyd Hayes Ellis Bible Study Class 
(meets in room 203) will continue its book study of The Apostles Creed.  A few books are available for 
$10.  The Coffee & Conversation Class  (room 201) continues its walk through the Bible.   

 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES meet in the Children’s center – down the ramp to the 
left as you enter from 10

th
 Ave.  Children in Kindergarten-3

rd
 Grade meet in Room 20.  Preschool (age 

3-4) meet in the Preschool room – continue down the hall, turn left, at the nursery turn left and go to 
the end of the hallway.  Children in 4

th
-5

th
 Grade are in the Elementary Room – turn left across from 

the Nursery and it’s the first door on the right.  Preschool uses Deep Blue materials, Early Elementary 
does Godly Play and Older Elementary uses Growing in Grace and Gratitude.   
  

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-feed
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-feed
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Christian Education 

FALL EVENING BIBLE STUDY. Beginning Monday September 10, Matthew Covington will be 
offering an evening Bible study in the Conference Room, 7:00-8:00pm.  This will be a study of the 
lectionary passages, thus giving more depth to what is preached each Sunday.  Sign up in the office 
or on Sundays at the table in the hallway!  There is no cost, but we need to know to expect YOU so 
adequate preparations can be made.  Don’t want to drive in the evening?  We can find you a ride!  
When you sign up, let us know you want to ride with someone and we’ll make it happen.   

 
FALL IS ALMOST HERE!  School has begun again and we are settling 
into our routines.  Worshiping with your church family each week is                      
important, and so is living your faith every day of the week.  Here are a few 
activities for you to help the ‘in-between’ times.  And do note, that while 
aimed at a particular age-group, ALL these activities can be done by                
ANYONE!  Might need a bit of adaptation for younger children, but the             
topics are important.   

 
Apple season is here.  Make a delicious treat while learning about the fruit of the spirit in Galatians.   
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/fall-harvest-time   
 

This fall’s elections are the mid-terms, halfway between presidential elections.  Even though our 
teens aren’t yet old enough to vote, it is important they understand why that is important.   
This activity will help you figure out what you are teaching your youngsters 
about participating in the political process.  
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/the-election-and-voting   
 

Do you have a Homecoming for High School or College coming up?  Those  
can be fun or abject nightmares!  Here’s a way to work through some of the  
issues these events may raise.   
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/homecoming-horror-stories-
2#.W3MxcJNKhcA  

 
HELP US BE PRESENT!  On Saturday October 27 we plan to be outside our 
building giving away little treat bags as the children and families walk by on their  
way to Trick or Treat on the square downtown.  We need donations of individually 
wrapped candies to stuff in our bags.  We will also put information about 
our church on the bags to invite and encourage new people to visit.  Candy can 
be brought to the office through October 21.  AND JOIN US!  We want to have 
smiling faces greeting and welcoming folk as they pass by.  Once the times are 
known (likely be 5-7ish pm that day) we will publish that.  Come for a few minutes 
or the whole time – we anticipate an hour or so, but again, stay tuned!   

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/fall-harvest-time
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/the-election-and-voting
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/homecoming-horror-stories-2#.W3MxcJNKhcA
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/homecoming-horror-stories-2#.W3MxcJNKhcA
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Church and Community 

It is NOT too late!  Join us for a fun week in the                 
mountains of Western North Carolina for the Fall Craft           
Week at Montreat!  We have a lovely house that sleeps 11.  
Several of our group will attend the conference (register here:  
http://www.montreat.org/fall-craft-week/) while others will 
come just to relax and pursue their own creative activities.  
Your chief cook and bottle washer, Leslee Kirkconnell, is 
planning delicious meals.  We leave on Sunday September 
30 and return Friday October 5.  Questions?  Email Leslee 
Kirkconnell. 

 
SUNDAY MORNINGS we gather each week for coffee fellowship beginning at 8:30am 
(our doors unlock automatically at 8:30am, so if you plan to come early, please wait until         
then to enter).  It is nice to share some light refreshments, so if you come regularly, please 
consider bringing some fruit, sweet treats or other breakfast foods.  We often host our        
homeless friends who could use some breakfast.  We will have cereal, plus whatever folks 
bring. Thank you for your help in hospitality!   
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, September 3rd in observance of the 
Labor Day holiday.  
 
THE OCTOBER NEWSLETTER will be printed a little early next month, because Cheryl 
will be away for vacation at the end of September. Please be sure to turn in all information for 
the next issue by the Sept. 15 deadline. Thank you! 

http://www.montreat.org/fall-craft-week/
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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Church and Community 

The Presbyterian Church is installing a LITTLE FREE LIBRARY!  This is an opportunity to promote 
reading and provide access to books in our community! Herb Simmons built a beautiful structure for us, 
and the youth of our church painted it!  It will be installed this fall—watch the bulletin for information on 
when we will bless our Little Free Library for the community.  
 
—WHAT IS A LITTLE FREE LIBRARY? A Little Free Library is a free book exchange. It belongs 
to everyone, and everyone can use it!  
 
—TAKE BOOKS If you see something you would like to read, take it. When you’re finished, 
share it with a friend, bring it back to the Little Free Library, or leave it in another Little Free Library.  
 
—GIVE BOOKS It’s up to everyone to keep this Library full of good reads! If you have books 
that you would like to donate, please take them to the church’s second floor corner classroom (around 
from the choir practice room) or to the church office. Books can be for kids or adults and should be          
appropriate for a broad audience (remember we are representing the church, so only include books 
with positive messages or meaningful stories).  If you are unable to bring the books to the church or           
if you have questions, please contact Nancy Hulan at readhulan@gmail.com. 

A HISTORICAL NOTE — some perspective while looking toward our 200th Anniversary — 
 

Former historian Elsie Cook wrote a moving account of the merger between the First and 
Westminster churches.  As we near the 200

th
 anniversary of the founding of a Presbyterian 

Church in Bowling Green, it is useful to tell about MERGER which happened in 1949...    
 

“October 16,   
  First service of worship as a united church in the First Presbyterian building, known 
from that day on as The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky.  This was a 
very emotional  service, an extremely happy one!  The choir members of the Westminster 
Church donned their robes before that service and walked down to the First Church, 
singing as they walked. They joined the choir of First Church at the State Street sidewalk, 
found their proper places according to their voices, and then all entered the door of the 
church and proceeded down the center aisle.  They were followed by the members of the 
Sessions of both churches and their minister, Rev. Patterson*  (Pews were reserved for 
the Session members.) Ushers were Top Orendorf, Harry Leachman, Spencer Green 
and David Rabold.  Marshals for the processional were Earl Moore and R. F. Dietiker.  
They all sang “The Church’s One Foundation.”    

 

                                      *Daughter Ann Patterson Huskey is a current member of the congregation. 
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Missions 

MANY THANKS to YOU for your generosity on July 29, our last  
3 Cents a Meal Collection!   
We raised $448.43.  $149.48 stays with our Food Pantry, while the  
remainder will be forwarded to the Presbyterian Hunger Program.   
Our pennies, nickels, bills and checks all make a huge difference.  
THANK YOU!  Our next collection is THIS MONTH – September 30.  So plan to bring those coins,  
bills and checks again! Our children and youth will come around with the cans to collect your gifts.   

 
BUCK IN A BASKET OFFERING for September will be added to July and August 
for our Room in the Inn pantry. These items will be available on Thursday evenings 
(and Friday mornings) when there is need for extra food for whatever reason.  Some 
weeks extra guests show up or everyone is just extra hungry.  This way our table will be 
abundant in our hospitality.  THANK YOU for your generosity!   
 
 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR! Our annual Habitat for Humanity Luncheon and Cake 
Auction is Sunday September 23, following worship.  This will be a potluck salad/           
side dish lunch, with desserts by our infamous chefs for our auction.  Please  
bring a main dish salad or a vegetable for our meal.  WE NEED YOUR DECADENT 
DESSERT for our auction.  Each table will be able to bid on their favorite dessert and 
the higher the bid the better the options!  Please contact Debbie Trickey with what        
dessert you will bring for bidding.  We need at least a dozen!  ALL PROCEEDS           
BENEFIT HABITAT FOR HUMANITY! 

 
NOT (ONLY) FOR THE BIRDS!  We look forward to have a number of beautifully 
handcrafted bird houses for our Silent Auction on September 23. These will be           
displayed on each table with a sheet for your bid.  Each one is unique and hand-
crafted by Herb Simmons.  You KNOW you need one, or more, or to add to your          
collection!  All funds raised will benefit Habitat for Humanity.   
 
 WHAT WAS THAT BEHAVIOR? Last spring some of our Uspiritus partners 
 led a workshop on helping us understand how trauma in childhood affects               

behavior – particularly in children, but also lasting into adulthood.  We are planning a second workshop 
this fall particularly for ALL ROOM IN THE INN VOLUNTEERS.  If you help with Room in the Inn,      
especially as evening hosts or overnight hosts, the Mission Committee is requesting you plan to attend.  
Final date of the workshop to be determined, but we are hoping for Sunday October 21 following            
worship, including lunch.   
 

THE PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS season occurs each year  
during September, culminating in collection of the offering on World  

Communion Sunday (October 7).  A gift to the Peace & Global Witness  
Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing 

systems of injustice across the world. We keep 25% of this Offering to  
connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. The Presbytery keeps 

25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is 
used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and  

justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative 
projects of education and Christian witness.  Envelopes will be available or  

you may simply mark your check ‘Peace and Global Witness Offering.’   
Thank you for your generous support! 

mailto:dtrickey_123@yahoo.com
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To Cindy Tanner for the recent death of a cousin 

HELP SHANNON DYCHE WITH HER ART CLASSES - Shannon has designed weekly 
classes for folks at HOTEL, INC.  Each week she is there leading an Art Class for anyone          
present, but many of our homeless friends are there.  She is seeking donations of various 
art materials to help.  If you can obtain any of these items, (many can be found at area         
dollar stores) please bring to the office marked for Shannon.  Class meets on Friday           
mornings for one hour.  Questions?  Email Shannon at shannonlilgirl@gmail.com.  
 

 plain paper plates-3 pkgs  
 crayons- assorted mix, or 10 big boxes 
 colored pencils, 30 pkgs 
 scissors, 30 
 blank books, notebooks 30-60   
              (journal size or composition size) 
 stickers, 20 or so pkgs   
 markers, 30 pkgs 
 pens, 30-60 
 printed paper, 5 tablets  
 magazines, assorted any kind as many possible 
 craft paint – assorted colors (small squeeze bottles) 30-40 
 brushes, 10 sets 
 rocks, 2-3 inches (a bag of smooth landscape stones that can be painted) 
 paint markers,10 sets  
 paper for cutting out snowflakes- printer paper 
 watercolors, 30 sets  
 construction paper- 10 pkgs different colors (9x12) 
 clear contact paper- 4 rolls 
 colored tissue paper, cut in squares & pieces to rip up- assorted colors -10 pkgs 
 paint rollers, small kind, foam 15 
 hole punchers-10 
 yarn- assorted, any kind  
 craft sticks or old-fashioned clothes pins- 30-60 
 hot glue guns,15, can be the small ones  
 glue sticks that fit glue guns, as many as possible  
 scraps of fabric- assorted, any kind  
 feathers, 10 packages 
 medium to large size beads- plastic, glass or otherwise 
 crosses, or other charms (that can be strung) 

mailto:shannonlilgirl@gmail.com
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 Our church Elders:  Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Fred Higgins, Brad          
Howard, Matt Hunt, John Kernohan, Stuart Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, David Sears, Diane           
Simmons, David Thomison, Denny Wedge.   

Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey 
Green, Jean Harris, Melody Harper, Wayne Hendrix, Ann Rudolph Humphrey, Linda Leigh, Nathan Love, Tom 
MacMillin, Marilyn Mattingly, David Muffett, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson. 

Financial Report 

Youth Ministry 

Youth fellowship:  Our first Sunday back is September 9
th
 - we will be running from  

5:30-7:00pm. We will be providing dinner before games and some bible study. For more  
information contact David Clarke.  If you are interested in helping with 
providing dinner please reach out and speak to David Clarke, or use the 
link provided to sign up for a date: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-fall2 
 
 

Youth will take a week off in line with fall break so there will be no youth 
on September 30

th
, but it will resume on October 7th. 
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Presbyterian Women 

Welcome to the 2018/19 PW Bible Study, God’s Promise: I Am with You 
by Amy Poling Sutherlum.  
 

The summer is ending, and our Circles will resume in September! If you are not 
presently meeting with a Circle, please consider visiting one or all of them!          
The schedule for circle meetings follows: 

 

Circle 3 

Meets Monday, 11:00am at Village Manor 

 

Circle 6 

Meets 2
nd

 Wednesday, 10:00am at  

members’ homes 

 

Circle 9 

Meets 2
nd

 Monday, 11:30am 

at members’ homes 

 

Sunday Morning Circle 

Meets 2
nd

 Sunday, 9:30am  

in the church parlor 

 

Wednesday Morning Circle 

Meets 2
nd

 Wednesday, 

9:15am in the Youth Room 

Babysitter provided 

 

Tuesday Evening Circle 

Meets 2
nd

 Tuesday, 7:00pm in 

the Youth Room 

Meets all 12 months 
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September Birthdays 

September 1 

 Catherine Holderfield 

September 2 

 Jan Albert 

 Doug Humphrey 

 Russell Moore 

 Faye Patton 

September 3 

 Bailey Jordan 

September 4 

 Miriam Reber 

 Linda Skaggs 

September 7 

 Lawrence Finley 

 Elizabeth Nade 

September 8 

 Ellis Johnston 

September 10 

 Keith Carwell 

September 11 

 Marge McLaren 

September 12 

 Ryan Ballance  

 Erin Ellington 

 Jessica Jefferies 

September 14 

 Charlie Capito 

 Aaron Carter 

 Patricia Kmitch 

 Steve Moore 

 

 

 

 

September 15 

 Ann Huskey 

 Kyda West 

September 16 

 Bruce Barrick 

 Diana Bigler Davis 

 Jean Carson 

September 18 

 Elizabeth Cates 

 Mary Hills 

 Walker Johnston 

September 19 

 Cheryl Gregory 

 Reid Small 

September 20 

 Alex Gaither 

 Megan White 

September 21 

 Susan Leachman 

September 23 

 Evan Harper 

September 24 

 Sooky Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 25 

 Kathryn Bigler 

 Helen Bueker 

 Sarah Mayfield 

September 26 

 Rachel Crocker 

 Ethan Elliott 

 Charles English, Sr. 

September 27 

 Jackie Hanks 

September 29 

 Reed Begley 

 Jane Coverdale 

 Timothy Small 

September 30 

 Barbara Brindle 

 Cary Beth Bowen 
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September Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
  

2 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 10:30am Wor-

ship 
  

3 

11:00am 

Circle 3 

Office Closed 

Labor Day 
  

4 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 

5 

9:00am POPS 

7:00pm Chan-

cel Choir 

6 

 9:00am POPS 

7 
  

8 
  

9 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Rally Day 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
9:45am Sunday  

Circle  

10:30am Worship 

5:30pm Youth Group 
  

10 

11:30am 

Circle 9 

7:00pm Bible  

Study 

11 

8:00am Staff  

Planning Mtg. 

11:00am  

Special Care 
7:00pm Evening 

Circle 
7:00pm Camera 

Club 
  

12 

9:15am Wed 

Morn Circle 
10:00am  

Circle 6 
7:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

13 
  

14 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
  

15 
  

16 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School  

10:30am Worship 
 5:30pm Youth Group 

17 

 

7:00pm Bible  

Study 

18 

11:00am  

Special Care 
11:00am Finance 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
6:00pm Chairs mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

19 

7:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

20 

5:00pm 

Community 

Ed. class 

21 
  

22 
  

23 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School  

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Habitat 

Luncheon/Auction 

5:30pm Youth Group 
  

24 

7:00pm Bible  

Study 

  

 

25 

11:00am  

Special Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Missions 

26 

7:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

27 
  

28 

10:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 
  

29 
  

30 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School  

10:30am Worship 
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The Presbyterian Church 
1003 State Street 
Bowling Green, KY  42101 
(270) 843-4707 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

September 15 is the deadline for the October 2018 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                      Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                     Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                              Secretary 

Dana Patterson             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                                Sunday Sexton 

Ellie Osborne                                                     Children’s Music 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

september 

2018 


